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When we published the last
Newsbrief no one really foresaw what
the situation would be now and, of
course, no one knows what the future
holds for the railway and for
everyone.
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What we do know is thathe railway is shut
away and secure amne leftit ready to reopen for
the season. WWen we can run again we will be in
as good as position as possibénd unlike most
ot her busi nesses we
overheads This issue tells of what we had
achieved until the time came when we could not
continue

do

|l ook as though the carriage shed is compl et
Henry Unterreiner
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You should all know by now that the AGM planned for
April 25" is cancelled without any alternative date being
planned. Once we know anything we will let members know
but it is not expected that we will be able to do anything for
a considerable timeThe last Newsbrief came with various
papers for the AGM and we hope that this issue will have
the reports that you would have got at the AGM.

On 27 March Bernard Chorley sent out the following
message to volunteers which says it all.

Dear all museum ancailway volunteers

Foll owi ng on from Boris
conference yesterday, the Chairman of the Kempton Great
Engines Trust and the Hampton Kempton Waterworks
Railway Ltd has given a strong steer that Work at the

we have to respect that and, |f you had planned to come in,
spend the next week or two making sure everything is safe
and secure for a period of several morithar more. | must
stress that | am not asking you come in butoifi do you
should follow the now wepublicised guidelines from
Public Health England.

If you want to discuss this more urgently then please
email me. Please feel free to carry on with anything you
want to do for the museum or railway at home. | willylet
know as soon as there is any change. If you wish to neply
email address isbernard@chorleyland.co.uk | wondered
about setting up a Hangouts Group or Facebook account so
that we can keep in touch. ybu think it would be a good
idea,then please let me know.

| am very very sorry about this but hopefully we will all
be back fit and healthy before the end of the year.

Keep well Bernard Chorley

Then on 11 April another message
Message to the Mebpolitan Water Board Railway Society
Members

During this very difficult time of the Cowil® epidemic |
send this message on behalf of HKWR to all MWBRS
members.

As you are probably aware HKWR is closed until further
notice. This is of course disappoirgirand frustrating but
we must follow the

| would like to assure all members that we wiltlagen
the railway as soon as possible. A further communication
will be sent out when this is due and the website willepe k
updated to reflect the latest situation.

| would like to thank you all for your continued support,
this helps us to achieve our objectives of constructing and
operating this important heritage railway. | do hope that
you will make use of your membegshind visit us again
once we are able to repen.

Michael Hamilton Chairman HKWR

On 14" April there was a reassuring message to
committee members from Bernard Chorley tthetre are no
significant concerns financiallyhat must be good and how
many otler organisations can say that today!

He added| popped down to Kempton today to check that
the railway and museum remain secure and they are (we
have a roster of volunteers checking twice a week). The re
aligned track looked good, the new carriage sheehawvas
dry (shame we <canodt get
green (including Si mon
and | ooked great). ltds a
see it.
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The committee have taken advantage of modern
communications and havbeld a virtual meeting using
ZOOMT another is planned.

The next Newsbrief is due mituly but | doubt there
will be anything to report.If any of you would like to send
me stories about your involvement with our railway | would
be happy to publish them

Some Safety and Operations Notes
ohnsobh Jlm Castle Sa[feey Offlcer l\éWBRS/HKWR

The Society was about to launch safety awareness
campaign for Volunteers working on the Railway as we seek
to reduce minor accidents and prevent anything more serious
happening. The current emergency has put that on hold.
The commonest accidents that occur are caused by tripping,
slipping and falling over.

The Railway is inherently dangerous in this regard
because of rails, sleepers, poiotk, signs and markers in
the ground.Care must be taken at all times move around the
Railway to avoid injury to yourself and others. A reminder
that Volunteers must never walk on rails or sleepers; always
use paths where they exist or walk on the ballast. Many
similar hazards await when cgtnuction work gets going in
the South Field because of the uneven ground, dumped soil
and waste, and vegetatiorall waiting to trip you up.

Rail vehicles are also a particular hazard; traction units,
carriages and wagons. They are all heavy and difftou
stop. Most have brakes, some do not, and care has to be
taking moving vehicles and stabling them. Procedures are
detailed in our Rule Book and must be adhered to by all
concerned.

Many of the Society, whilst having a keen interest in all
mattersconcerning railways, have never worked at the sharp
end of a running railway and so there is a steep learning
curve for Volunteers to ensure their safety and that of our
visitors. Not only is the Society and our railway operation
answerable to the Healtdnd Safety Executive in general,
we ar e al so regul ated by
Inspectorate.

We will repeat thls when we start runnllng agaln Ed

nstructilons reg

Flooded feld after downpour - rrrld February
Jerry Scholefield

with it)
pl ants

there

and everything was
which were in flow
are no passengers
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Working Parties Report -
Sunday 26th January There were 6 volunteers
on site at Kempton. They lifted ahrails up to the level
crossing, laid Terram in the new trackbed and shifted ballast
from the old area. After adding a dumper full of new ballast,
this brought the new area up to roughly the right height to
move the sleepers.
Tuesday 28th January A cold wind but sunny
and fine for outside work. 32 volunteers were signed i
record for winter months and possibly anytime.

Once again there was some work being undertaken on
Darent& elsewhere.

However, the main effort was in the track moving. Some
consideably time was spent accurately locating sleepers for
the next couple of lengths This is a departure from our

.

A rae iew of the tool van in use Hugh Smith

previous method which was to lay the track so that it looked
right and so that the curve did not get too tight. Most
sleepers are now laid to with5mm of where they should
be and then the rail is bent to fit the sleepers. More use of
the hydraulic rail bender makes it quicker and easier to use
especially since it was modified a little. It has actually
developed a small oil leak and it is hopedvill finish the
job without failure.
At the end of the day track laying had almost reached the
straight length which will be alongside the new shed.
Meanwhile, some stony material was brought in to
improve the access just inside the gate which was turning
into a quagmire. The digger and dumper then continued to
dig out more of the new trackbed.
Thursday 30th January Cloudy with a little rain
but not enough to stop work. Warm

Tck lifted near the level croésing This gives an idea 3
how much it had to be moved.
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The digging out of the new trackbed was completed.
More rails were taken up andallast moved to the new
trackbed.

Track laying continued with another rail bolted down
and a second rail almost bent to fit the next location. The
sleepers for the straight section ged the shed were
positioned.

With one of the wettest winters for a whithe site is
turning something like the Somme battlefield complete with
narrow gauge railways!

WorkonDarentc ont i nued i n the #@Ate

Bernard Hales was busy fitting a new loader to the
tractor which will make it better than the digger for some
applicatians.

Sunday 2nd February

Good progress was made again today, lifting all the track
to beyond the running shed, ballasting and moving the
sleepers to their new location. Bernard Chorley was assisted
by David Van R, Gordon, Les Munckton and Steve.

In addition, the saddle tank was refitted Barent using

The saddle tank is refitted toDarent  John Fevyer

the crane.
Tuesday 4th February

A cold start becoming less noticeable as work
progressed. A wind over the weekend had dried the ground
somewhat.

Darentwas being worked on in the tent.

The main working grop was split into four. One was

laying rails. The first rail wasiot easyas itwasa straight

T rail.
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Rel yi ng procdatnocwearadl]j

Track laying continued with another three rails laid. This
was easier than previous as it was mainly straight.

The digger was levelling off the area by the loading
siding, not really connected with the track move but to make
the area look better and be leds trip hazard.
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Friday 7th February (Robert Leadbetter reports)
Friday was chosen to work on clearing the survey path
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the last length of track before the King point.
Meanwhile, track laying continued in a clockwise

on the heritage track bed at Hampton because Tuesdays and direction and by lunch time had reached the front of the

Thursdays are the nominated days for working on the
Hanworth Loop.

Much of the 400 metres between gates 2 and 3 (just
north of Hydeobs Field stati
brambles.

Thames Water have felled trees on our track bed so we
have to chop up the felled trunk and branches at some time
in the future This about theame work as we had on the
deviation loop some years back. However, we do not think it
will take too long to clear if we get more volunteers down
there. Needless to say all volunteer man hours are currently
spent on getting the Hanworth Loop ready for March
opening day.

Sunday 9th February Too windy to do much
except tie everything down! ThBarent gang did get the
back of the cab fitted.

Tuesday 11th February Still windy but not so
bad. A cold start but sunny all day.
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Here the new track alignmet crossed over the old
from left to right

Further surveying resulted ithe lifting of more track
down towards the King point and the sleepers being
repositioned. Meanwhile the track gang continued with the
track relaying from the new level crossirig about 2Y%
lengths laid.

Another gang continued filling the void created by
moving the track near the compost heap.

Thursday 13th February Despite a poor weather
forecast the day turned out better than expected.

The track gang (Jim H & Richard P) were on site by 9am
but the surveyors (David L & John M) were already there
placing ¢eepers leading to the King point. They also lifted

Using the rail bender to get the right curve

running shed. Lunch was declared early as theratwh
looked like a prolongeénd heavy shower. The surveyors
had finished and after lunch the track gang started to relay
foom )the Kirgy pothteira ah anttlockwise direttibn aad by e w
the end of the day only about two panel lengths remained to
be relaid. This was the most successful day for the track
laying.

Elsewhere on the Loop, soil was being moved about to
landscape the site.

As always at the momerDarentwas being worked on.
Tuesday 18th February A reasonable but windy
day until about 3pm when heavy ralrought outside
activities to an end.

Track relaying continued with another three rail lengths
laid. As there were sufficient volunteers it was decided to
start topping up the ballast where needed. That involved
moving the Bursledon coach which was ie thay and has a
tendency to derail. However, with care it stayed on the
tracks and the ballast wagons parked behind it were able to
be moved out. The two wagons held just enough ballast for

Back by the compost heapthe void beside the track
was being filled and the track was being ballasted

the section near the compost heap which had already been
tamped. e loco could go no further until some packing has
been done but that is a job for another day.

Some landscaping took place in the same area.

Work continued orDarent
Thursday 20th February Warm
morning becoming very wet later.

David Lewisand Joni attacked a large piece of concrete
just inside the loading siding gate with a Kango hammer. It
proved to be too big to remove but was reduced to below
ground level which was all that was needed.

Track laying continued with another rail laid. THaft

and dull in

Trying out the bucket attachment John Fevyer




